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INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS 

 
 

Forward 

 This installation guide was created to assist with the installation of Alumaboard. The instructions in this manual 

are strictly for illustration purposes and may not be applicable to all building designs or product installations. All 

projects should conform to applicable building codes for that particular area. It is recommended to follow all 

building regulations and standard industry practices. RMP reserves the right to modify, without notice, any details, 

recommendations or suggestions contain heir in. Any questions you may have regarding proper installation of the 

Alumaboard system should be directed to your sales representative. It is the responsibility of the erector to ensure 

the correct and safe installation of this product. It is recommended that Alumaboard is to be installed by a 

professional erector who is specifically experienced with the installation of aluminum soffits and siding materials 

and who utilizes the correct practices and technics to safely and properly handle any equipment and materials 

required to complete the installation of this product. Alumaboard has a durable yet unique wood grain powder 

coating applied to it which must be handled, cut, and installed in an appropriate manner as to not damage the 

finish. A properly installed Alumaboard project will create an architecturally beautiful “simulated wood” feature 

which will last for decades and require little maintenance.    
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Material Receiving: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visual Inspection Check-list: 

 Load tarped (if required)  Individual part profiles match packing list 
    

 Part bundles strapped securely  Individual part quantities match packing list 
    

 Part bundles intact and undamaged  Individual part lengths match packing list 
    

 Part bundles quantities match shipper  Individual part colors match packing list 
    

 Individual parts are visually undamaged  Packing list matches order request 
 

Transporting & Handling: 

Alumaboard should be transported by means of a forklift, with the proper length and spread forks; or a crane, with 

the proper spreader bars and hoist straps, while product is still bundled in the original sealed packaging, until the 

final processing of the materials is ready to begin. If moving equipment is unavailable, Alumaboard products may be 

lifted and carried by hand per the guidelines laid out in this manual, though it is NOT recommended. 

Forklift - A forklift may be used for product bundles up to 24'-0" long. Please make sure the forks are at their maximum 

separation and are adequate length to securely transport each bundle. Do not transport open bundles with a forklift as it will 

most likely damage the product. When transporting bundles across rough terrain, or over a longer distance, the bundles must 

be secured and supported over the length. 

 

 

 

  

 It is the responsibility of the receiving party to visually inspect and unload material from the delivery truck. The 

receiving party shall be responsible for providing suitable equipment for unloading of material from the delivery 

truck. Upon receiving materials, the installer must check the condition of the packaged materials, verify the quantity 

of packages received, and verify the each individual part (profile, color, length, & quantity) against the packing list to 

ensure all materials are accounted for. If damages or shortages are discovered, it must be noted on the Bill of Lading 

at the time of delivery and photos must be taken immediately to document any issues. Freight damage must be 

documented and photographed immediately before the product crate is off-loaded so that a claim can be made 

against the carrier. RMP is not responsible for any damages or shortages unless they are documented in 

writing and presented to Rollfab Metal Products within 48 hours of delivery. 
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Crane - A crane should be used when lifting product to higher or difficult to reach elevations. Please be sure to utilize a 

spreader bar to ensure the even distribution of the weight to the pick-up points. As a rule, when lifting product bundles, no 

more than 1/3 of the product/bundles length should be left unsupported. Never use wire ropes because this will damage the 

product. 

 

 

 

Manually - When handling Alumaboard care should be taken to prevent scratching of materials. Clean gloves should be worn 

at all times to prevent a reaction with salts found on bare skin. Handling of individual parts should be done carefully and 

properly to avoid bending or damaging. Planks and components should be carried by grasping the edges of the part and 

keeping the product elevated so that it does not drag on the ground.  

Normally a single individual can carry components (one at a time) up to a maximum length of 12’. For components in excess of 

12’, it is recommended that two persons (no more than 6’ in from the ends) are utilized. 

Storing Material: 

Ground Storage - Please inspect product for moisture accumulation. If moisture has formed, the product should be 

unbundled, wiped dry, and allowed to dry completely. Once dry, carefully re-stack the product and loosely recover allowing for 

ample air circulation. Bundled products should be stored high enough off of the ground to allow for air circulation and prevent 

contact with accumulating water. If possible, elevate one end of the bundle to allow any moisture to run off the product. It is 

recommended to cover the bundles with a tarp or to store the product beneath covering. Do not use tight fitting plastic-type 

tarps to cover the bundles, while these tarp types may provide protection from heavy downpours, they can also retard 

necessary ventilation and trap heat and moisture which may create paint surface and/or metal corrosion. If products are to be 

stored during possible bad weather conditions, we suggest they be stored inside. Extended storage of products in a bundle is 

not recommended. Under no circumstances should the products be stored near or come in contact with salt water, 

corrosive chemicals, ash, or fumes generated or released inside the building or nearby plants, foundries, plating 

works, kilns, fertilizer, and wet, green treated lumber. 
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Installation Guidelines 

Expansion & Contraction - The expansion coefficient for aluminum will cause thermal movement over the length of each 

plank: 3/16” in 24’-0” per 100 degrees Fahrenheit of temperature change. The planks will both expand and contract by the 

same amount, because of this, Alumaboard should be installed so that the end of the plank is midpoint in the trim components. 

This will allow for the planks to both expand and contract without being constrained by the trim pieces. Do not fasten 

Alumaboard planks to the trim components as this will inhibit thermal movement which will induce waving and/or 

buckling. One fastener should be installed at the planks midpoint (12’ or less) directly through the clip attachment 

surface so as to prevent plank migration to the left or right. 

Grid Determination - Before beginning the installation, it is important to plan the overall layout of the installation, this 

process should have been done from the architectural drawings prior to ordering materials, but should be verified onsite prior 

to beginning installation. The Architectural drawings which were used to order materials from should be consulted to 

determine the correct grid layout pattern (where applicable). 

Calculating Material Usage - After identifying & determining the grid layout, verify that the correct amount of material has 

been ordered for your specific application. Since material takeoffs and resulting quantities were originally based on the grid 

layout from either the Architectural drawings or the physical project, installing the material in another pattern other than 

what has been pre-determined may result in material shortages. 

Substrate - Check the substrate for plumb/level/plane. If the substrate plane is found to be outside of the industry tolerance, 

which is ¼” in 20’-0” max deviation from plane, then it should be rejected by the installing party. The General Contractor must 

then be notified of the rejection and have the substrate corrected to be within tolerance.  

Tools – In order to have the quickest, easiest, and most successful installation, all necessary tools to complete the project 

should be acquired. It is critical to carefully inspect the quality of any equipment used to cut or fasten Alumaboard as dull 

cutting blades and poorly worn equipment can damage the product and potentially cause injury to the operator. Follow all 

OSHA codes with regards to the required safety equipment and proper handling of tools.  

10” or 12” compound miter saw 

10” or 12” portable table saw 

Drill with a 3/8” or 1/2” chuck (corded or cordless) 

Screw guns with adjustable torque drives 

Jig saw with a non-ferrous metal cutting blade (corded or cordless) 

Hole saw up to 4” max diameter (non-ferrous metal cutting) 

10” or 12” 80T non-ferrous metal cutting circular blades 

Fine tooth sheet metal file (should not be required if materials are cut with the proper equipment and sharp cutting blades)  

Painters tape  

Gloves 

Eye protection (goggles are recommended) 

#8 Fasteners (type and length appropriate to the installation requirement – refer to Alumaboard span charts) 

Touch-up paint 

Horseshoe Shims (1/16” through 3/8”)(molded from high compression 10k-12k psi, Fire retardant copolymer plastic) 

Sawhorses or other supportive portable work tables 

Shop vacuum 

Small air compressor with micro air blow nozzle 

Laser level 

Plumb bob 

Chalk line 
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Dry-in - Once the substrate has been verified and accepted, dry-in of the walls and/or soffits to be cladded can begin. Follow 

the vapor barrier manufacture’s installation guidelines for proper application and installation guidance. Alumaboard should 

not be installed over cementitious materials, dissimilar metals, or pressure treated materials without adequate barrier 

protection. All penetrations must be properly waterproofed to prevent moisture penetration since Alumaboard is a rain-

screen system (reference “Rainscreen Principle” documents for further details). 

Layout - Laying out the installation (start, mid-point, and completion) locations will make for a much more successful and 

easier installation. For wall installation, Alumaboard may be installed vertically, horizontally, or diagonally; from the wall base 

upward and from left, right, or center outward. For soffit installation, Alumaboard may be installed perpendicular, parallel, or 

diagonally to the wall or fascia and from left, right, or center outward. Use a plumb bob, laser level, and chalk line to snap 

multiple grid lines on the wall at the starting point and every 4 to 6 foot on center (to maintain plumb)  

All surfaces of the substrate should be free from any obstructions and/or projections which might interfere with plank 

installation. Note any areas where it was determined, in the substrate check, that it will be necessary to shim Alumaboard in 

order to bring the panel system into a plumb, level, and a consistent plane. 

Wall/Soffit Installation – Alumaboard may be installed on walls vertically, horizontally, or diagonally and on soffits parallel, 

perpendicular, or diagonally. Once the installation sequence has been determined, the dry-in has been installed, and the grid 

lines have been laid out, installation may begin. Install the starting trim by installing Alumaboard plank clips spaced at 32” on 

center max, offset 1/2” from the required corrosion resistant fastener which will be directly fastened through the trim. The 

style of starter trim to be used was determined prior to having placed the order for materials; it will be either a j-closure, 

starter, or snap end base.  The purpose of the clips is to establish a 1/16” offset for moisture weep when the system is installed 

horizontally over a solid substrate; the clips are not required when installing diagonally, vertically, or horizontally over hat 

channels. Install on clip at the adjoined edge of the starting trim spanning both trims. 

 

 

 

 

 It is recommended to begin installing the planks from the center of each wall/soffit section outward to create a symmetrical 

finish at each termination end.   Expansion joint trims (snap cap base & end base w/ snap cap end top, flat, or reveal) must be 

installed perpendicular to the planks no more than 24 feet from the end of a plank to accommodate thermal expansion. A 1/4” 

gap must be left between the snap cap base and the end of each plank. When installing the snap cap trim every 24 foot on 

center be sure to create a fixed point by hard fastening each plank at the mid-span (12’ typically) to allow for thermal 

expansion in each direction and prevent mitigation/creep.  
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 Alumaboard may be installed with a butt joint 24 foot on center max. It is critical that the edge of the Alumaboard planks be 

square to the adjoining plank to minimize any gap at the joint, both ends may need to be saw cut square to achieve this. Prior 

to installing any plank which is to be butted together, the saw cut end must be painted with a touch-up pen in order to cut the 

bright aluminum shine created when cutting. The butt joint should have 1 plank clip spanning the joint between each plank 

and each plank should be hard fastened 1” from the butting end to prevent mitigated/creep. Make sure to leave 1/4” gap at the 

opposite end of the hard fixed point to allow for thermal expansion and contraction.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 When butting planks together, every other stacked row may be kept in line with the butt joints or staggered, since 

Alumaboard is a Rainscreen system and the owner or Architect, prior to ordering materials, should have pre-determined what 

type of stagger (if any) to use so that material scrap could have been accounted for accordingly. Note that Alumaboard, due to 

the way in which the wood grain pattern is created, will have a repeating pattern but will vary from part to part as they come 

package per pair (ie…a #1/#2 pattern). These 2 patterns will be fairly consistent from pair to pair (based on the wood pattern 

chosen) so be sure to use caution when installing the planks so as to avoid have large sections of similar pattern parts stacked 

together. The more variance that can be created by staggering joints and mixing up patterns, the more of a natural wood 

appearance can be achieved. 

 The planks will most likely need to be cut at the termination of each run. This is achieved by rip-cutting the planks with a table 

saw or hand saw and jig guide. The face surface must be taped off and proper cutting tools and techniques must be used to 

prevent damaging the product or causing serious body injury. The termination snap cap end base must be pre-installed prior 

to fitting the last planks into position (please refer to Alumaboard detail sheets for specific termination applications). Once the 

last planks are securely in place all snap caps may be installed. We do not recommend installing the snap cap details until the 

entire installation of planks is complete (per wall/soffit section) as it is very difficult to remove the snap cap covers once they 

are seated in the snap cap bases without potentially causing damage to the snap cap and/or the planks. All trims may be either 

square cut or miter cut together based on preference and skill of the installer. Be sure to use a touch-up pen and paint the ends 

of any saw cut component. When installing the snap cap covers, start by inserting one end into the based trim, use a soft 

rubber mallet to tap the cover in a zip-like motion from one end to the other end. Make sure that the snap cap covers are fully 

seated into the base trim. 

Cutting - Alumaboard can very easily be cut using various tools with the proper cutting blades. Since Alumaboard is a pre-

finished painted product, special care and handling should be used when cutting materials to fit is required. Planks and 

components should always be cut face-up and painters tape should be applied to the area where the cuts will take place. When 

cutting Alumaboard or the system components it is imperative to use a proper and sharp cutting blade. Tape and mark the 

material to be cut, allow the saw motor to reach full speed before cutting the material, use care to slowly cut the materials one   
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part at a time (note that cutting materials too quickly or cutting multiple parts may cause the saw blade to bind up or “kick” 

the material causing damage to the components and potential injury to the operator).  

Cutting components to length: use a compound miter saw or a small table saw with an 80T non-ferrous metal cutting blade. 
 

Rip cutting components down the length: use a small table saw with an 80T non-ferrous metal cutting blade. 
 

Profile notching components: use a jig saw with a non-ferrous metal cutting blade. 
 

Hole cutting components for pot lights, etc: use a 4”max diameter non-ferrous hole saw or a jig saw for larger diameter hole cuts 

Clean-up – Remove all trash from the jobsite, put away all tools, and follow the Alumaboard “Cleaning Instructions” to remove 

dust/debris and properly clean the installed product. Alumaboard is made from extruded aluminum so any planks or 

component scraps should be recycled  

 

Liability Waiver- Oil canning, buckling, joint offsetting, twisting, and cambering due to bad substrate and improperly installed 

product are not a cause for rejection. There are many factors which may contribute to for mentioned items that a 

manufacturer is not able to control. These factors include: misalignment of the support system, over driving of fasteners used 

on the clips and components, stress induced during installation or improper handling, thermal expansion and contraction of 

the product, material handling. Alumaboard products if not properly installed with the nominal required joint clearance to 

allow for thermal expansion and contraction to occur will potentially induce some or all of the previously mentioned “non-

rejectable” issues to occur and potentially cause a system failure. 

ROLLFAB METAL PRODUCTS DOES NOT MAKE ANY WARRANTIES, EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING 

MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR PURPOSE, WITH RESPECT TO ANY SAID SUGGESTIONS AND PRODUCT DATA. In no 

event shall Rollfab Metal Products, have any liability in any way related to or arising out of said suggestions and product data 

for direct, special, consequential or any other damages of any kind regardless whether such liability is based on breach of 

contract, negligence or other sort, or breach of any warranty, express or implied. Also, normal safety and health precautions 

practiced in any fabricating & installation environment should be utilized. Goggles or other face protection, as well as hearing 

protection should always be worn.  

 


