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AFW10 RAINSCREEN INSTALLATION TIPS 

Underlayment 
 Building must be dried-in prior to installation of sub-girts or any 
Rainscreen component. Follow the specified / approved weather-
proofing manufacturer’s installation guidelines for proper “dry-in” 
application. 
 

Flashings 
Install pre-sheathing flashings such as the sills, base, and cee closures 
around the perimeters, doors, and windows. Flashings are made from 
aluminum and should be attached to the sub-girts with the specified 
fastener as called out by the Architect. If the specified fastener is 300 
series stainless steel, then it can be driven through the flashing and 
directly into the substrate. If a non 300 series fastener is specified, 
then the flashings must be pre-drilled (in the field) prior to installing. 
Flashings should be butted together or notched and lapped. When 
trimming the flashings is required, it is recommended to paint the cut 
edges with a touch-up pen in order to conceal the exposed bright 
aluminum finish. 

 

Sub-girts 
 Sub-girts in the proper gauge, size, and tensile yield per project 
specifications must be installed vertically and spaced as specified by 
the project’s structural engineer.  

 

Panels 
 FW10 panels are installed from the header to the base (top to bottom). 
The male leg of the first panel should be trimmed down to ¾” as 
specified in the drawings. The fastener position (sub-girt locations) at 
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the male and female leg of the first panel must be pre-drill with a 
slightly oversized hole. Install the first panel with the specified 
fasteners defined by the project’s structural engineer. At the common 
joint of two panels, an internal splice plate is to be installed behind the 
panels with a double bead of an approved caulking on both sides of 
the butt-joint. The panels should be gapped a minimum of 1/8” unless 
specified differently by the Architect. Begin installing the second row of 
panels once the entire first row is completed by first predrilling the 
female nail-down legs at the sub-girt locations, then applying M-1 
adhesive as noted below. It is recommended to use care and speed 
when applying the Adhesive and limit the installation to one panel at a 
time in order to prevent the adhesive from setting up prior to assembly.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ADHESIVE INSTALLATION FOR:     AFW10 W/ 1” REVEAL 
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The panels will need to be trimmed to fit at the base and all protrusions 
including sills and jambs. Any exposed cut edge should be painted with 
a touch-up pen. 

 

Flashing 
 Once all of the panels are installed, caulk perimeter as specified by 
the Architect and install all remaining post-sheathing flashings. 
Flashings should be butted together or notched and lapped. When 
trimming the flashings is required, it is recommended to paint the cut 
edges with a touch-up pen in order to conceal the exposed bright 
aluminum finish. Clean up the work area and follow the product 
cleaning instructions. 
 

Good Cleaning Practices 
 General surface cleaning maintenance is required to prevent dirt and 
other particles from accumulating. These build-ups and deposits take 
away from the original beauty of the painted products. Paint warranties 
require the purchaser to implement a regular cleaning schedule in 
order to preserve the appearance of the product. 

 

 Clean the finish surface with water and a soft brush or sponge 
until it is free of debris. Avoid excessive rubbing as this will alter 
the finish. 

 If required the finish surface may be also cleaned with a mild 
detergent (pH 6-7) or a cleaning agent diluted to 1:50 parts of 
water. 

 Certain cleaning agents may damage the paint finish. If you are 
unsure about possibly damaging the surface, do a spot test on an 
area that is not easily visible. If the solution causes any damage 
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or changes the look of the paint finish or gloss, immediately 
discontinue use. Always observe the recommended safety 
precautions including appropriate skin and eye protection to 
prevent irritations or burns. 

 After each cleaning occurs, the surface must thoroughly be rinsed 
with water to remove any cleaner residue. 

 To minimize the appearance of water spots and streaking, the 
surface should be wiped dry with a clean, soft, dry cloth. 

 

Bad Cleaning Practices 
 Do NOT use a pressure washer.  
 Do NOT use steel wool, abrasive pads, or dirty rags.  
 Do NOT use acetone, paint thinner, or any type of 

stripper/remover.  
 Do NOT use highly acidic or alkaline solutions of any kind 

 

Paint Finishes 
 The pre-treatment chemicals used to prep the Aluminum products for 
painting are a Chrome Free five stage aluminum pretreatment system, 
which complies with AAMA 2603, AAMA 2604 and AAMA 2605 
Superior Performance Standard and meets EPA, OSHA, State and 
Local environmental requirements and contains no chromates, 
cyanides or other heavy metals. Waste treatment is usually a simple 
pH neutralization and disposal to the sanitary sewer. 

 
 Aluminum wood grain finishes are created by means of a US Patented process and coated 
with an extremely durable Powder Coating which is a blend of polyurethane powder coat 
mixed with an ink based wood grain pattern that is sublimated into a base powder coat. A light 
grainy texture may also be applied during the powder coating process to create the aesthetic 
effect of real wood while offering the longevity and same environmental advantage of powder 
coated aluminum finishes. 


